Thomas Faill First Lifeguard (c1819 – 1868)

Thomas Faill was born (probably) in June 1819 and was baptised at Birdhope Craig Presbyterian Church, near Otterburn/Elsdon on 11th June 1819.  The place name on the record is given as Deanhead and was near Hopehead and Hopefoot Farms (where the Faills of John ayton lived) near the border with Westmorland not far from Otterburn, Northumberland.  His parents were George Faill
 and Margaret Hall. 

Thomas Faill married Margaret Patterson at St. Mary’s Church, Gateshead on 4th February 1839.  Thomas was a soda manufacturer and they were both given as ‘of full age’, residents in the High St, Gateshead.   Thomas’ father is George Faill, a farmer and Margaret’s is William, a pitman.  

Their son William was born on 19th May 1839 in Kenton and Thomas’ occupation is then given as engineer.

In the 1841 census Margaret is with her son, William, living with her parents, William and Margaret Patterson, at Old Engine, Kenton, while there is a Thomas Faill, aged 20 years, lodging with a family named Taylor in St. John, Newcastle.

Thomas joined the First Lifeguards as a trooper on 6th July 1841 giving his age as 21years and 1 month.  In his attestation papers he is described as being 6ft 2in tall, with a fair complexion, light grey eyes and brown hair.  His occupation is given as boiler maker, and he was said to have been born in Alnwick
.  He was based at Windsor barracks, Berkshire. 

In 1844 or 1845 Margaret gave birth to a second son, Thomas, who in several censuses gives his place of birth as Middlesex, London.
  

In the 1851 census Thomas Faill, First Lifeguard, was aged 30 and stationed at 40 Middlesex St, St Martin in the Fields, London.  He gives his birth place as Elson, Westmorland
.   I have not been able to find him in the 1861C.

He was promoted to Corporal of Horse (equivalent of sergeant) on 10th November 1856 to 31st May 1857.  He was discharged at his own request on 19th August 1865 with a pension and in possession of a very good service record.  His stated intended place of residence is London.

Thomas does not seem to have lived with his first wife and children at any point, although the family tradition is that Margaret went to London with him and worked as a servant, did not like it and when she had her second child she returned home to the northeast.

Thomas (First Lifeguard) remarried on 26th February 1866.  He is described as a widower
 and his new wife, Mary Smith
, a spinster.  They were married at St. Pancras Church in London.  She was from Gainsborough, Northamptonshire, a dressmaker and lived at Cumberland Market.

Thomas Faill (First Lifeguard) died of tuberculosis on 29th November 1868 (aged 49 although his death cert days 47years) at Easthampstead and his occupation was hall porter.  I have found his wife, Mary, in the 1871 and 1881 censuses as a housekeeper at Easthampstead Park mansion.  She died in 1890 aged 73 years.

� It is likely that George was born in Harbottle in 1799.  I have not found a marriage for this couple but George Faill later married Jane Wait.  His family had moved from Harbottle to Elsdon c1815).  


� This is a discrepancy.


� I have not been able to find his birth reference to check his parentage. He gives his father as Thomas Faill, occupation soldier, on his marriage certificate (9th Sept 1857). 


� It doesn’t exist and is probably Eldson, Northumberland.


� Margaret Patterson probably died in 1865.


� However, she was using the surname Faill in 1861 Census and was living at St. Pancras





